
Fast Facts about Licensing

To learn more about licensing assistance and other free 
support & resources, find your local child care resource  
and referral (R&R) agency

In California, you need a license if you care for children from 
more than one family and are not related to those children. If 
you care for your own children and children from one other 
family, you don’t need a license.

Any home-based child care provider, who is interested, can 
become a licensed Family Child Care Home.

Do you meet the requirements for getting a Family Child 
Care Home license? Requirements include:

• Must be at least 18 years of age
• Must care for children in your own home
• Criminal record clearance
• TB test
• 16 hours of health & safety training

Become familiar with all the laws and regulations.

Attend the Child Care Licensing Program’s orientation 
(available in English and Spanish).

Complete all the forms in the application packet. 
Submit them with the required information and non-refundable 
application fee.

Have a pre-licensing inspection of your home.

Receive final approval!VIDEO: 
How to Apply for a Family Child Care License
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https://rrnetwork.org/provider-services/local-support-for-child-care-providers
https://rrnetwork.org/provider-services/local-support-for-child-care-providers
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/child-care-licensing/resources-for-providers/laws-and-regulations
https://cdss.cpshr.us/RegistrationForm?i=ea992b16-73cc-48b1-a5be-efaafa32710a
https://ccld.childcarevideos.org/family-child-care-providers/how-to-apply-for-a-family-child-care-license/

